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Introduction 

One Giant Step: the Moon comes to Hastings! was a free public engagement event funded 
by the Hastings & St Leonards Foreshore Charitable Trust and Hastings Borough Council. 

It was held at Stade Hall and the adjacent Stade Open Space in Hastings Old Town 
on Friday 21st August 2015 between 4pm and 9pm. The venue was chosen for its location, 
good facilities, and accessibility. It had been successfully used before for two previous 
astronomy-themed events from Creative Space - ‘The Solar Eclipse Experience’ and ‘A 
Journey to Saturn’.

It was timed to capture holiday makers and visitors to Hastings, locals passing 
through, working people and families.

The activities were created to appeal to all ages - young and old - and included: 
workshop-style science experiments and demonstrations; an informal talk titled ‘The 
Modern Moon’; ‘Moon Mappers’ citizen science project; and astronomical observing 
through a range of telescopes. The workshop activities were designed to utilise a Lunar 
Samples & Meteorites Pack from the Science & Technology Facilities Council which included 
samples of Moon rocks and lunar soil returned to Earth by Apollo Mission Astronauts, 
together with a set of rare meteorites from NASA and 
the Natural History Museum.

The event was staffed by science professionals, 
physics students from the University of Sussex, and 
volunteers from East Sussex Astronomical Society and 
Seven Sisters Astronomical Society - all holding 
enhanced disclosures from the Disclosure & Barring 
Service. Most staff members were also STEM 
Ambassadors.
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“This is brilliant - 

check out the 

Moon dust.” 

L.C., from the 

Feedback Book



Objectives 

The main objectives of the event were:
• to raise awareness of space science through education and engagement
• to make space science both accessible and understandable for all
• to deliver a high standard of educational outreach
• to use a highly experienced and knowledgable team of staff and volunteers 
• to have free admission
• to appeal to all sections of society in and around Hastings.

Outcome 

One Giant Step was a complete success, meeting all of 
the planned objectives. It was attended by 369 people. 
Cath Tajima-Powell, Stade Development Officer at 
Stade Hall, described it as “An absolute triumph and 

nothing less”. 
The audience 
covered a wide age range and was ethnically 
diverse. Families with younger children 
dominated the afternoon activities, and people of 
working age made up most of the evening crowd.
           Evaluation and feedback was all positive. 
There was high praise for staff, with 94% rating 
staff as excellent and 6% very good. 100% of 
attendees said they would come to other free 

Creative Space events. When asked whether people enjoyed the event, 100% said yes; and 
when asked whether it was what people expected, 100% said yes, with one person going 
further to say it was better than expected.

A good mix of genders attended every aspect of the event (drop-in workshop 
activities, talk and observing). Of the 51 people represented in the evaluation, 25 were 
male and 26 were female.
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“I really liked the 
Fiery Moon 
experiment, it was 
sooo interesting.” 

From the 
Feedback Book
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The majority of visitors attending the event were from 
the Hastings and St Leonards-on-Sea area, with just a few 
coming from further afield.

The data collected from the evaluation forms indicate 
that the most popular aspect of the event was the observing. 
This may have been biased as the forms were not completed 
until the last hour, when many families who attended the 
drop-in workshop activities had already left.

When canvassed about how well the event had been organised, participants felt 
overwhelmingly that the organisation had been excellent or very good, with a handful 
feeling that it had been good. And regarding the venue, almost 70% of people asked felt 
that the venue was excellent, with a few 
agreeing that it was very good or good.

The quality of the activities was 
described as excellent by 60% of people 
asked and as very good by 40%. When 
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“It is such a joy to look at the Moon 

through a telescope - it takes me back 

to profound moments as a child looking 

through our nautical telescope with my 

dad from the top of our block of flats.” 

Emily, 50, from the Feedback Book
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asked how easy it was to understand the science, 29% said it was easy, 57% said it was 
fairly easy, and 14% said it was not too hard and not too easy. 19% of the same people said 
that they would like the science to be harder, 81% said they would like it to be at the same 
pitch, and nobody wanted the science to 
be easier.

Of the people who completed the 
evaluation form, 88% said they would 
definitely recommend Creative Space 
events to other people. 86% of those said 
they would be willing to pay an 
admittance charge if funding wasn’t 
available.

Constructive advice was received 
when asked if any improvement could 
be made to the event. Several people 
said the publicity should have been 
better, with more advertising suggested. 
One person requested a printed 
timetable, and another to have a 
programme listed on the Facebook 
event page. There were a couple of 
requests for more experiments and 
demonstrations (from people who came 
late and missed the afternoon activities), 
and one person suggested that the 
Telescope Clinic should have been 
staffed better.
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“Presenter very knowledgable 

and enthusiastic. Managed to 

convey some quite difficult 

and technical information in 

a very user friendly way. 

Slides were good. Looking 

through the telescopes was 

excellent. Thank you.” 

From the Feedback Book



The final question on the evaluation form asked for suggestions for what could be 
included in future Creative Space events. The answers included “Anything for the lay 
person like myself”; “Have the event on the old bathing pool site where it is darker”; 
“Similar - good to learn about space”;  and “Carl Sagan’s face projected”!

Conclusion 

To sum up, One Giant Step touched the 
hearts and minds of almost 400 people from 
Hastings, St Leonards and the surrounding 
area. It inspired many people (especially 
children) to want to know more about 
astronomy and geology. It gave all those 
who attended the chance to see real space 
rocks from the Moon, asteroids and planets. 

Through the telescopes, people were able to observe sunspots (using special filters) 
and the Moon, plus Saturn and its largest moon, Titan.

Due to a request by the Council to change the programme after initial publicity had 
been sent out, there was insufficient time to re-advertise and send out press releases with 
the new programme. Much last minute promotion was achieved using Twitter, Facebook 
and Eventbrite. However, the organisers will take note of the comments received on the 
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evaluation forms and work hard to implement suggestions, especially where advertising 
and publicity for future events is concerned.

Due to the incredible response from the public, Creative Space will be planning more 
events like this one and will seek funding to be able to continue to offer these events free 
for everyone.

Some more comments from the Feedback Book… 

“Really fantastic opportunity for adults and children - thank you… 

more please!” 

“Interesting variety of demos and chance to handle Moon rocks: very 

satisfying. The talk was very good and informative.” 

“Brilliant exhibition - the children loved the experiments. Thank you.” 

“I liked looking through the telescopes.” 

“I really liked looking at (and feeling) a real Moon rock and reading 

the facts about the different types of Moon. Loved it.” Frankie, 8 

“Your work is fantastic and the meteorite, Saturn and the Moon were 

really cool.” Noah, 12 

“Your work is amazing. Keep up the good work! It was well organised 

and co-ordinated. Wish u luck in uni!” Daniel, 11 

“Wonderful, thank you!” Gabrielle, 41 
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