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Project introduction 
Space@TheStade is a community project developed by 
Creative Space Science CIC; a Community Interest 
Company offering astronomy outreach and public 
engagement. The idea behind the project is to bring 
science and astronomy to the local community of Hastings 
and St Leonards-on-Sea whilst making it free and fully 
accessible for all to attend.  

This was the third event in the Space@TheStade 
project series, this one being ‘The Spectrum of Space’, 
featuring space through the electromagnetic spectrum 
(EMS). Previous events included ‘Solar System Special’ and 
‘Marvellous Moon’. 

It was part-funded by the Hastings & St Leonards 
Foreshore Charitable Trust with the remaining funding 
coming from the British Association of Planetaria and 
Creative Space. The event was also supported by the 
University of Sussex and volunteers from local astronomy 

societies, Wealden Astronomers, The Local Group and East 
Sussex Astronomical Society. 
       Space@TheStade: The Spectrum of Space acted as a pilot 
for a larger project with a working title of ‘Go Cosmic!’. This 
larger project - also themed around space through the 
electromagnetic spectrum - will be a pop-up space and 
discovery centre sited in empty shops within Hastings town 
centre and will ‘pop up’ for between two and four weeks at a 
time. Go Cosmic! will feature all of the activities offered at The 
Spectrum of Space event, plus hands-on exhibits, exhibition 
display panels, science busking, and enrichment activities. 

Objectives 
The main objectives for Space@TheStade: The Spectrum of Space were: 
• to create a pop-up space science event with free admission 
• to develop a fun learning environment through investigation, experiments and play 
• to raise Science Capital within the seaside town of Hastings within the age range of 8 to 14 
• to ignite curiosity in science and the EMS through the conduit of space 
• to raise the aspirations of people within the socioeconomically-deprived area of Hastings  

(the town centre falls among the most deprived 10 to 20 per cent of small areas in England within 
the Indices of Multiple Deprivation 2019) 

• to appeal to all sections of society including young people and adults with the power of family 
engagement 

• to remove the fear that many have of science by making it accessible and understandable 
• to deliver a high standard of free educational science outreach 
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Drop-in Moon workshop, Stade Hall,  
December 2018

Making UV Glow Slime in front of the 
planetarium, March 2020

Observing the Moon, Stade Open Space, 
March 2017



Event overview 
Space@TheStade: The Spectrum of Space was a free, two-day event held over the weekend of 
Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th March 2020 to coincide with British Science Week 2020. Previous 
Space@TheStade events had been limited to single days, but it was felt that a two-day event would 
make better use of available funding.  

It took place under the shadow of the COVID-19 pandemic, on the last weekend when people 
were still going out prior to Government-recommended social distancing and national lockdown in 
the UK. Extra personal safety measures were rapidly put into place including alcohol gel, protective 
gloves, tissues and regular cleaning of surfaces. 

STAFF & VOLUNTEERS 
Due to coronavirus, both event days were adversely affected by staff shortages. For day one, all but 
one of our volunteers cancelled due to self-isolation or shielding from the virus, leaving a staff/
volunteer count of five out of an expected ten. Consequently, to accommodate this development, 
detailed worksheets were prepared the night before opening to allow visitors to self-interact with 
most of the experiments and activities.  
      On day two we had an additional two staff plus a couple of 
students from the University of Sussex, which made the day run 

much more smoothly and made 
for a richer experience for 
visitors.  
      Staff and volunteers included 
Melanie Davies, Founder and CEO 
of Creative Space, with the 
invaluable support of family 
members; plus STEM 
Ambassadors and experienced 
science communicators. 

PUBLICITY & PROMOTION 
The Spectrum of Space was promoted on the Creative Space 
website and across social media in the weeks and months leading 
up to the event. The website provided an option to register in 
advance for free planetarium tickets which resulted in 232 
registrations. The Facebook event page reached almost 10,000 
people; of these, the response rate was 430 women (70%) and  
103 men (30%), with around 62% of these coming from Hastings, 
St Leonards and the surrounding area. 

The event was also listed with What’s On and Events Guides 
on as many websites as possible including 1066online, Skiddle, 
Friday Ad and local Facebook Groups. 

A press release was sent to the local paper, Hastings Observer, 
which resulted in a half page story two weeks before the event. 
Press coverage was supported by a two-week advertising 
campaign. 
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Ad campaign 

A5 event flyer

Melanie Davies with daughters 
Beatrice and Felicity



      During the weekend 
we placed promotional 
flags in strategic sites 
outside and adjacent to 
Stade Hall which drew in 
several people who were 
otherwise unaware of 
the event. 
      Strong branding ran 
across all publicity, 
promotion and event 

clothing, using the Space@TheStade logo and a simple magenta 
colour scheme. 

By official invitation, the Mayor of Hastings, Councillor Nigel 
Sinden, and Deputy Mayor, Councillor James Bacon, attended on 
separate days to help promote the event. 

ACTIVITIES 
A total of 15 interactive, hands-on activities were developed to 
appeal to all ages and abilities - children and adults alike. Demos, 
experiments and workshops ran on Saturday afternoon and all day Sunday. Activity worksheets 

were created in such a way that parents and carers, as well 
as Creative Space facilitators, could guide children through 
each experiment and workshop. 
      The focus of the event was ‘Space through the 
Electromagnetic Spectrum’; looking at familiar things in 
unfamiliar ways… seeing the invisible with different types of 
light. The drop-in, hands-on activities explored various 
forms - or wavelengths - of light, from gamma rays to radio. 
Each activity included a 
table-top explainer 
linking the wavelength 
to astronomical 
research and 
discoveries, and the 
different types of 
telescope used to collect 
the scientific data. 
      On Sunday, students 
from the University of 
Sussex supported the 
event with extra 
activities and resources 

promoting the upcoming Webb Telescope - the successor of the 
Hubble Space Telescope - scheduled for launch in 2021 and due 
to capture data in infrared wavelengths. 
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Press coverage, Hastings Observer

The Mayor of Hastings with Creative 
Space staff and volunteers

Secret Writing and See UV

Making a Wave Machine

Table-top explainer

Space@TheStade promo flags



      The Creative Space mobile 
planetarium ran back-to-back 
shows through most of Saturday 
and throughout Sunday. With the 
generous support of the University 
of Sussex, we were able to screen 
the film ‘We Are Astronomers’ - an 
animated fulldome experience 
taking visitors on an astronomical 
journey through the 
electromagnetic spectrum. 

A range of telescopes was set up as part of a Telescope 
Clinic where visitors could get advice about setting up their 
own scopes and buying new equipment. The Telescope 
Clinic was very kindly run by members of local 

astronomical societies. And during 
the occasional gap in the clouds, 
these volunteers offered guided 
observing of the Sun through a 
dedicated solar telescope supplied 
by our sponsor, 365Astronomy. 
      On Saturday evening Melanie 
Davies, a Fellow of the Royal 
Astronomical Society, delivered an 
informal talk titled ‘The Spectrum of Space’. This followed the theme of the 
event - the EMS - and was pitched for a mixed audience of space enthusiasts, 
young and old. 

Saturday night’s observing was doomed, with clouds covering the whole sky. So the planned 
night time observing was replaced with tours of the night sky in the planetarium where we were 
able to view the wonders of our local cosmos as they would have been seen through telescopes if 
the sky had been clear. 

THE VENUE 
A limitation of the Foreshore Trust funding was 
that the event could only be held on land owned 
by the Trust; the only indoor space available 
being Stade Hall in the heart of Hastings Old 
Town. It had excellent access for wheelchairs and 
buggies, with on-site toilet facilities and good 
food nearby at Eat@theStade. 
      Stade Hall and Stade Open Space are 
synonymous with Space@TheStade, having been 
the joint venue for all of our past public 
engagement events. Stade Hall is a tall building, 
with plenty of height for the pop-up planetarium 
and space enough for the hands-on activities, 
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Spectrum activities provided by the 
University of Sussex

Stade Hall, Hastings Old Town

Still from ‘We Are Astronomers’ provided by 
the University of Sussex showing the Webb 
Telescope unfurling above Earth

Activity sign

Activity worksheet



plus a separate room for the Telescope Clinic. Stade 
Open Space is a large outdoor area, which in the past 
we’ve used for telescopes, and for this event was used 
for solar observing. 
      As a mini pilot for our larger pop-up space and 
discovery centre project, the venue was perfect. 
However, a larger venue within the town centre will be 
needed to fulfil the aims and objectives of this larger 
project.  

Outcomes 
Due to the encroaching social shutdown from coronavirus, attendance was expected to be low, with 
anticipated numbers no higher than 50 per day. The outcome was surprisingly different, with just 
under 400 attending over the weekend. 

Space@TheStade: The Spectrum of Space was an 
unexpected success, meeting all planned objectives. 
Focused advertising and promotion achieved its goal of 
reaching our target audience within Hastings and the 
surrounding area, with the majority of visitors in the 
age range of 8 to 14, including plenty of girls. 

This space-themed public engagement event was 
all about connecting with the local community, raising 

aspirations and inspiring young people within the area to 
consider career paths in science, technology, engineering, 
and maths (STEM).  
      Visitors to the two-day event had the chance to get 
hands-on with some intriguing experiments and activities 
which linked space to the electromagnetic spectrum using 
materials and equipment that included a microwave oven, 
nail polish, and even a banana! Everyone had the 
opportunity to experience a free planetarium show, plus a 
free public lecture presented by Melanie Davies about the 
‘Spectrum of Space’. 

EVALUATION 
As we were so short of staff on 
Saturday, we were only able to 
collect evaluation on Sunday. 
People were chosen at random, 
with all participants happy to 
complete our two-page evaluation 

form. We had a Feedback Book situated at the exit on both days and visitors 
were encouraged to leave comments as they left the venue. 

By far the majority of visitors attending the event were from Hastings 
and St Leonards-on-Sea (84%), with 3% coming from within 15 miles of 
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Visitor locality

13%
3%

84%

Hastings/St Leonards
Within 15 miles
15 miles > of Hastings

Stade Open Space and Eat@theStade

“Planetarium show was 
amazing and my son 
enjoyed everything.” 
Quote from the Feedback Book

“Really great for Hastings. 
Informative and fun. 
Please come again!” 
Quote from the Feedback Book

Measuring lightspeed with a microwave 
oven, bread and margarine



Hastings, and 13% travelling more than 
15 miles. This was intended to be a 
community event for Hastings, so it 
was good to see so many local people 
attending.  
      The audience covered a wide age 
range, dominated by children under  
15 (44%) attending with parents and 
grandparents. Ethnicity data wasn’t 
captured, but attendees were 
predominantly white British (about 95%). Family groups dominated the 
Saturday afternoon session and all of Sunday, with fewer children attending 
the Saturday evening talk and 
planetarium sky tour.  
      A good mix of genders attended 
every aspect of the event (planetarium, 
drop-in activities, public talk). Of the  
82 people represented in the 
evaluation, 44 were male and 38  

 were female. 
Evaluation was very positive. When canvassed about how 

well the event had been organised, the majority (81%) felt that 
we’d done an excellent job, with a handful feeling that we’d 
done well or very well. And regarding the venue, over 90% of 
people asked felt that the venue was extremely suitable or very suitable for Space@TheStade.  
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Age distribution
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“It was very well 
organised, 
presented and 
executed. Very 
knowledgable and 
enthusiastic team!” 
Quote from the Feedback Book
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well structured. 
Thank you!” 
Quote from the Feedback Book



      There was high praise for  
staff and volunteers, with 85% 
rating them as extremely helpful. 
The quality of the activities was 
described as excellent by 81%  
of people asked and as very  
good by 19%.  
      When asked how easy it was to 
understand the science, 53% said  
it was easy, 35% said it was fairly 
easy, and 12% said it was not too 

hard and not too easy. 9% of the same people said that they would like the science to be harder, but 
88% said they would like it to be at the same pitch, with only 3% wanting the science to be easier. 

Data collected from the evaluation forms indicate that 
the most popular aspects of the event were the pop-up 
planetarium, guided demos and activities, with some 
favouring the Telescope Clinic and observing. 

Of the people who completed the evaluation form, 
100% said they would come to other free Creative Space 
events; 83% of those said they would be willing to pay an 
admittance charge if funding wasn’t available. 

Development 
In response to constructive advice from past Space@TheStade events, we worked extra hard to 
promote this one to the right audience within Hastings. Building on the pink branding of previous 
events, a very strong and recognisable brand image emerged from this experience, one which 

should be used again for future events. 
      We also listened to suggestions to include more hands-on 
activities and drop-in experiments; for this event the number 
was up from seven to 15. All but two of these were new activities, 
developed for The Spectrum 
of Space theme. 
Considerable investment 
was made in new equipment 
and materials to support 
these activities. With so few 

staff on Saturday, visitors had to browse many of the activities 
without guidance, with one visitor requesting dyslexic-friendly 
activity sheets, which we will definitely build in next time, as well 
as more staff and no coronavirus! 

For future events, we plan to create a new planetarium 
show using resources developed by the Universal Space project 
managed by the British Association of Planetaria. The intention 
was to have this in place for this event, but due to work 
overload, this was not possible this time around. 
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Preferred activities

Planetarium

Guided demos

Drop-in activities

Sussex Uni activities

Telescope Clinic

Observing

0% 5% 9% 14% 19% 23% 28%
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Guided demo

New equipment to demonstrate radio

“Loved it! Especially 
when Melanie 
helped explain the 
activities. Thanks 
Melanie! Please can 
there be some 
dyslexic friendly 
activity sheets next 
time.” 
Quote from the Feedback Book



Conclusion 
To sum up, Space@TheStade: The Spectrum of Space 
affected around 400 people from Hastings, St Leonards-on-
Sea and the surrounding area. It inspired many of them to 
want to know more about astronomy, and offered 
opportunities to discover and enquire about science in a 
friendly, accessible and creative environment. At the end  
of the Saturday lecture a young girl said to Melanie: “I want 
your job when I grow up”! 
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“Very interesting -  
it has whetted my 
appetite and I look 
forward to getting  
out at night with 
binoculars. Thank you.” 
J&R, from the Feedback Book

Creative Space staff glowing in UV

Melanie with Deputy Mayor, James Bacon

STEM Ambassador Imogen Steer
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